In this talk I will discuss some of the philosophical and ethical problems associated with the standard cost-benefit approach to assessing energy technologies and climate change policies. One of the main reasons for discussing these problems is to draw attention to the fact that a calculation of costs and benefits is not enough to determine whether a policy/ energy technology ought to be chosen.
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We also need to take into account considerations about justice, the rights of future generations and the distribution of burdens and benefits. These issues are particularly important in the context of climate change and sustainability, because the people who suffer the consequences of climate change are often not the people who cause it. With regard to geothermal energy combined with CCS, we thus need to address questions such as; does the implementation of geothermal energy AND CCS support a fair distribution of benefits and burdens between contemporaries and also between current and future generations (heat mining and CO2-storage)? Can we counteract any injustices by means of compensation for those who bear the burdens of climate change and also the implementation of mitigation options such as geothermals with CCS? What form should these compensations take?
I will conclude with some thoughts about how to satisfy requirements of justice, and respect for people's autonomy and rights, while also moving forward with innovations such as geothermals combined with CCS. This will involve a discussion of issues such as public perception/ acceptance, trust, education, compensation schemes etc.
